
The Honorable Russell Vought 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
725 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20503 
 
 
June 23, 2026 
 
Dear Director Vought, 
 
We write to express our concerns regarding the proposed government-wide prohibition on the use of 
federal funds for research publishing and subscription costs under the President's Budget Request 
(PBR). While we support efforts to promote efficient spending and maximize the accessibility of 
federally funded research, the current proposal would significantly undermine America’s scientific 
leadership, economic competitiveness, and AI innovation. 
 
The proposal treats publishing costs as a diversion of research funding. In reality, federal funding 
supports critical scientific discovery, while publishing costs ensure research is rigorously reviewed, 
validated, accessible, and trustworthy. Without this infrastructure, federally funded research cannot be 
reliably disseminated, replicated, or applied to the innovations that drive economic growth and uplift 
the American people. 
 
Research published in society journals has been a foundation of many of America’s greatest 
innovations – ranging from pharmaceuticals to energy solutions to agriculture and beyond. A one-
size-fits-all policy prohibiting federal support for publishing costs would dampen research output, 
accelerate consolidation across the publishing ecosystem, and ultimately stymie the innovation that 
drives America’s success. 
 
The economic implications alone are significant. Research publishing enables the return on federal 
research investment by translating findings into usable knowledge that contributes directly to the 
economy. Estimates by the NIH show that every dollar invested in federally funded research generates 
approximately $2.57 in economic return, while less than one cent of every research dollar supports 
publishing infrastructure.1 Similar return-on-investment dynamics apply across the research portfolios 
of NSF, DOE, and other federal science agencies whose grantees rely on this same publishing 
infrastructure. That fraction of a percent of research funding that goes to publishing costs punches 
well above its weight in terms of economic impact, and its removal would carry outsized negative 
consequences for our economic strength. 
 
For many societies, publishing revenue funds scholarships, conferences, educational programming, 
professional training, and early-career research opportunities that cultivate the next generation of 

 
1 On average, less than one cent of every research dollar goes toward paying for these services. See National  
Institutes of Health, Notice of NIH Policy Update, NOT-OD-25-138 (Aug. 8, 2025), https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-138.html; 
Office of Science and Technology Policy,  
Economic Landscape of Federal Public Access Policy (Aug. 2022), https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/08-2022-OSTP-
Public-Access-Congressional-Report.pdf. Even organizations critical of the publishing industry place the federal share of journal publishing costs at between 
1.1% and 1.7% of the total federal research budget. See Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC), Public Research and Publisher Profits 
(Apr. 2022), https://sparcopen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Public-Research-and-Publisher-Profits.docx.pdf (a figure that, even at its upper bound, 
underscores the point that publishers self-fund most of what it costs to produce and maintain the gold standard scientific record).  



scientists, researchers, and inventors. Weakening these funding structures would have serious 
downstream consequences not only for scientific communication but also for the professional and 
institutional networks that support American research, workforce development, and innovation.  
 
 
We respectfully urge reconsideration of the PBR provision and encourage a collaborative dialogue 
with stakeholders across the ecosystem to ensure that efforts to expand access to research do not 
inadvertently undermine the quality, reliability, and long-term sustainability of America’s scientific 
enterprise and economic competitiveness. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Soil Science Society of America 
Society of Plastics Engineers 
Midwest Political Science Association  
Financial Management Association International  
American Risk and Insurance Association  
American Geophysical Union 
Crop Science Society of America 
American Society of Agronomy 
Earthquake Engineering Research Institute (EERI) 
 
 


